Minnesota BUS-eum Tour Reports, March-April 2005

THE FIRST REPORT:
 

ALBERT LEA (number of visitors: 290): For a second or third time, Bev Jackson sponsored a TRACES' project, again this time acting as our Fiscal Agent for a Minnesota Humanities grant. Bev cleverly got nearby school groups to walk over to the exhibit, plus had reliable volunteers staff the BUS.

 

Bev Jackson <bjackso@smig.net> wrote: 

To those of you who are anticipating the BUS-eum:

This is a wonderful opportunity for your community. I am so glad that we decided to sponsor the BUS!  We have had a steady flow of people going thru the exhibits, and I have visited with people who angrily say to me "Why don't we ever learn?" and "I was a prisoner in Stalag 17 for a year." This last statement from a man in tears who said "People really don't want to talk about it."

We hope that your experiences will be as incredible as ours.  

 

Bev Jackson, Freeborn County Historical Museum executive director, Albert Lea, MN

 

P.S.  We had two volunteers on call at all times - one welcoming people and counting (we averaged 80 per hour, 240 in the first three hours) and another at the book table.  This was very helpful to Michael and they thoroughly enjoyed conversing with the visitors. I've talked to almost a dozen people who arrived too late, thought the line was too long to wait, or had other commitments. We could have topped 300: Wow!

P.S.  I, too, forgot my camera.  :-(      Next time.

OWATONNA (150): The staff worked well as a team and took excellent care of the BUS and me. I appreciated the crowd the Owatonna Public Library attracted to see my presentation.

 

Maryg <maryg@owatonna.info> wrote: 

Michael,
  We thought your presentation was excellent and our patrons were very appreciative. I’m sure the community will also benefit from the materials we purchased from you. 
  Mary Gontarek
  Owatonna Public Library 
LAKEVILLE (50): I tip my hat to Luann Phillipich and her director, who took a risk and bravely hosted the exhibit as scheduled, despite the record late-winter snowfall. Hurrah for you two!

 

SAINT PAUL/Sun Ray Branch (250): Alayne Hopkins proved a very able and thorough organizer: I'd like to have one or two of her clones to work with us at TRACES: "unstoppable"!

 

APPLE VALLEY (300): Russel Cogar and Peg Schmook adjusted beautifully when their fellow public employees' promise that the showing-site hook-up worked proved to be hollow. Thanks!

 

WOODBURY (250): What a good-natured and supportive staff! I enjoyed working with them: literally before I even parked the BUS they were on it, giving me directions, and stuck around my entire stay to ensure that a golden time was had by all of the couple hundred visitors.

 

EAGAN (200): I could sense that these folks really like each other and work together well. The Eagan showing took on a certain festive feeling much of the time; TV and other press people's presence added to that, as did the half-dozen or so former POWs or POW widows. Very fine!

 

"George, Jane" <Jane.George@co.dakota.mn.us> wrote: 

Michael, it was great to meet you! I and my colleagues at the Heritage, Galaxie and Pleasant Hill branches of the Dakota County Library were so pleased to see the enthusiastic response of our patrons. I noticed many people who were obviously moved by the exhibit. I hope people like you will continue to be inspired to create. Best wishes,

Jane Graham George
Librarian

P.S. Michael, you may refer any library having doubts to me and I'll be happy to share our positive experience.

HASTINGS (100): Despite a family emergency, Murray Wison was helpful and professional.

 

WABASHA (40) and WINONA (130): As I wrote earlier about Judith Schierts and Jim Stetina, both of them were most helpful in having folks to relieve me so I could continue with tour-related work. I found being on the banks of Ole Man River once again a genuine pleasure!

 

ROCHESTER (250): John Hunziker proved to be a flawless host. Not only do I admire this 12-year city council member's effective administrative skills, but I savored his likeable and flexible personality. It didn't hurt that he surprised me with a two-night at the Kahler Grand Hotel in downtown Rochester: although as a Quaker I pursue Voluntary Simplicity, sitting in the Lap of Luxury was a decent departure: I "struggled through..."! Moreover, John donated two hours of his scarce time to help me drive across town to wash and mop the BUS, outside and inside! I hope when I grow up, I'll be more like John Hunziker and less like a frantic, air-head BUS driver!

 

AUSTIN (250): Gayle Heimer had stepped in for Ann Hokanson, who originally had scheduled the visit. Both women, but especially Ann, did a wonderful job of dealing with irritating technical "challenges" and Ann's obvious esteem for TRACES' books proved most gratifying to me.

 

FAIRMONT (260): Lenny Tvedten's and his staff's pre-visit publicity efforts (including paid ads!) proved exceptionally effective and worthwhile. Lenny even went shopping with me to try to find replacements for the two DVD players that had broken in Austin earlier in the day. I much appreciated Lenny's having found an in-home host for me that night, as the nights are still cold.

 
"Martin Co. Historical Soc. Lenny" <lennymch@frontiernet.net> wrote: 

Michael had the BUS-eum at the Martin County Historical Society's Pioneer Museum on Thursday, March 24th. It was very well attended--260 visitors in 4 hours--and was very well received by the public. One of the volunteers on the BUS had the experience of one of our visitors (a former POW) opening up about his POW experience for the first time! This was verified by his daughter who was in attendance with him, and quite surprised. Those visiting were very interested and very complimentary about the exhibit.  

 

This was a great exhibit, and I would recommend it to anyone else considering it that hasn't scheduled it as of yet.

  

Lenny Tvedten
Executive Director
Martin County Historical Society
304 E. Blue Earth Ave.
Fairmont, MN  56031-2865
Phone:  (507) 235-5178  FAX:  (507) 235-5179
lennymch@frontiernet.net
 

JACKSON (45): Poor Tamara Erickson had to endure her local radio station's "forgetting" to air spots it had promised her it would run about the exhibit showing. Still, she remained gracious and amiable throughout my visit: "Next time we're gonna have 'em runnin' in the door!"

 

Tamera Erickson <terickson@plumcreeklibrary.net> wrote: 

We just completed the POW-exhibit at the Jackson Library. It was
an excellent exhibit and the PowerPoint presentation was very
informative; we were glad we included the PowerPoint
presentation with the exhibit. Set-up and take-down was fast and
easy. We set up chairs in the meeting room prior to Michael's
arrival so all he needed to do was setup his laptop. Attendees
had many nice things to say about the exhibit. Michael was very
easy to work with and very accommodating. We wish him well on his
future travels through Minnesota and Wisconsin.

Tamera Erickson
Jackson County Library Director

 

LUVERNE (90): Thanks to Glenda Bremer and her friends, the BUS now has four new lamps for night showings, plus as a Spontaneous Work Crew we got a new Beg Jar, etc. Thanks!

 

PIPESTONE (85): Deb Brockberg kept her cool, even when I screwed up the directions and too willingly believed a local's WRONG directions, to the OLD public library. Still, her hospitality was seamless: she even left a bottle of water for me when I "disappeared" for an hour for a Saturday morning talk-show radio interview with a Twin Cities station after I arrived. 

 

IVANHOE (85): Sue Vizecky obviously had done a LOT of pre-visit drumming-up support, for over a tenth of the town has shown up, so far--and still counting!
 

Thank you all for all you've done: if the next month goes like the past ten days, it will be a fabulous tour--and it's all because of the quality of the hosts, their efforts and good will.

 

Have a Happy Easter,

 

Michael

 

THE SECOND REPORT:
 

WABASSO (125): Marilyn Daub kindly let me shower in your beautiful farmhouse: I felt much more human after that! She also helped chase down someone to look over the "balking" BUS.

 

OLIVIA (110): Lori Stangel's delightful laugh and good-natured humor buoyed my sagging spirits; of a comparable age, I felt a definate kinship with her. (Her house, too, was georgous!)

 

REDWOOD FALLS (90): Poor Jude Jensen had to contend with (was it?) a newspaper that forgot to mention the visit, or the local radio station? At any rate, she was accommodating and long-suffering; she had an army of volunteers pre-arranged as well as many helpful "extra touchs"... She had posted LARGE notices about the tour in her library windows, which helped.

 

SPRINGFIELD (155) and NEW ULM (250): Greg Peterson was well-organized and personable. I especially appreciated his "walking me through" not only a fallen hot-water pump, but later a burning brake chamber, as we drove from Springfield High to New Ulm via Sleepy Eye. 

 

MANKATO/West High School (185): Bob Ihrig was gracious and generous in every way, helping me take care of "incidentals" (photocopying, phoning, emailing, eating) and gave the best, most-detailed directions to date. I'd like to have a Bob Ihrig on my board of dir.s!

 

MANKATO/East High School (165): Joan Scharmer helped me cobble together a parking space, and even went on a "ride" as we swooped around East High, seeking one out.

 

Le Center (125): For a little town, Don Hayden did a banner job of "gettin' the folks out..."

 

MANKATO/Downtown Depot (90): Perhaps the prettiest host so far, lovely Kate Winkels complained not once (!) nor groused at me, when the "Free Press" (dubbed the "Free Mess" by critical locals) wrote an EXCELLENT article about the New Ulm showing, "but" somehow "forgot" to mention that the BUS would be in Mankato (it's base) the next two days! Poor Kate! She was a gem to get a local motel to comp a room for the night before the Depot showing...

 

Glencoe/High School (115): Paul Lemke good-naturedly came out in the middle of the night to help me park the BUS and settle in. I just wish he'd tipped off the Glencoe Police Dept. that I'd be parked there: in later hours four cops appeared, guns loaded, to "check [me] out". Yikes!

 

Glencoe/Public Library (85): Jackie Fountain's an excellent children's reader (I enjoyed the story), and did a good job of welcoming Young Visitors to the BUS. She wrote the following:


Jackee Fountain <jackeef@glencoe.lib.mn.us> wrote: 

Michael, I want to thank you for sharing your important information with the
citizens of Glencoe. Your BUS-eum is a wonderful opportunity for senior
citizens to remember the "war years" and a great opportunity for younger
people to learn about this era of history. Wasn't it wonderful that the
POW from Hutchinson came to visit the exhibit? I noticed he did finish
his interview and then go back into the bus. And then there are the two
former soldiers who couldn't get enough of the exhibit and even followed
you so they could continue to see things. The BUS-eum was a terrific
experience.
Have a great "rest-of-the-tour." Drive carefully and I hope all works
well.
Jackee Fountain
Glencoe Public Library

 

COKATO (250): Mike Worcester also is at the top of the List of Well-Organized! He faxed directions to the host before his museum's showing, plus copied a map and high-lighted where I was to go the next morning (it was MY fault that I got pulled over for speeding: at least when the former-soldier cop stepped in and saw the contents of my "ship" he repealed my ticket to a "warning"... WHEW!). I much appreciated the motel room/pool Mike surprised me with: I can sleep in the BUS "but" a Good Night's Sleep (in a BED of all things!) helps me hold up on-tour.

 

WHEATON (135): Marion Howard and I are gonna be "buddies"! She indulged my taking a nap at her library, but perhaps I scared her when she had to shake me awake in time to go set up for a 50-member-audience Power Point presentation. She also helped locate a local mechanic, who spent four hours chasing down an electrical short that had totally immobilized the BUS.

 

Marian Nelson <mnelson@wheaton.lib.mn.us> wrote: 

Just want everyone to know how pleased and happy we are that we had Michael and the BUS-eum in Wheaton!  We had 140 go through the BUS and 50 attended the program. We have had excellent comments all the way through. Michael is a great guy, a lot of fun and he is truly dedicated to the POW information program. When I first read about the BUS and information that was being made available to us, I started realizing that I really hadn’t ever read or found anything on the POW situation involving our Midwest servicemen or, for that matter, any U.S. servicemen in German prison camps during WWII. What a wonderful way to be able to present this information to our patrons and especially to our Jr. and Sr. High School students.  As you know, some areas are very fortunate as there are still some former prisoners that are still living. 

The BUS was parked at the Legion club where we also had a dart tournament going on at the same time, therefore, we had lots of food available for both the tournament people and our people.  So, I think Michael was quite full when he left as our menu consisted of hot dogs, beans, chips, lasagna, bars, cookies and cake.

I ‘m very pleased with the number of people that came to view the material and to attend the program.  Those of you that will be having the BUS visit your library have a treat in store for you.  Enjoy!
Marian Nelson

Wheaton Community Library

 

MORRIS (285): Anne Schwaller went to so far as to pick me up this [Sunday] morning, walk me home (from where the BUS was parked in a city park, river-side, opposite her housing addition), afford me a shower/shave, feed me a yummy breakfast and let me wash my laundry. Sheldon Giese, who manages the Legion here, which hosted the BUS, has been flawless in attending to so many needs: copying, emailing, greeting guests...

 

In all, the Minnesota hosts of this exhibit have been utterly stellar! A few "lessons", though:

 

After the "Free Mess" screwed up a HUGE publicity op for Kate and me in Mankato, please be sure to gently remind your town's paper of ALL regional showings, in its readership area. Also, a comped or cheap room in a local motel or a room with a board member is NOT a requisite to sponsorship, but with the night temperatures and my bad-natured futon gettin' sorta worn in the apartment in the back o' the BUS, a nice and WARM bed at night is much appreciated... The volunteers that our hosts usually have organized report having enjoyed working with the BUS and the public that so eagerly visits it, plus extra help aids me in setting up further showings.

 

That's all for this week. Again, Thank You SO much to SO many of you! Blessings,

 

Michael

 

THE THIRD REPORT:
 

ORTONVILLE (250): As she was the last time I presented at her lovingly crafted museum (with one of the grandest views in the Upper Midwest), Ann Lundberg was enthusiastic and well prepared. Although I did enjoy it immensely, I felt guilty when she gave me her home-made lunch salad: Ann denied it, but I strongly suspected it was HER salad she'd brought!

 

MADISON (135): Kathie Behrens "loaned" her Right Hand Woman Carol to our exhibit whilst we were in their town; Carol was an excellent "Book Girl" and awakened the interest of many a visitor to look through or even buy our books: she understood that we largely finance our project through the sale of related books. Kathie was a sweet host-----but I do need to "negotiate" the return of the glass, covered bowl I absently left in her care... "How to do that?"

 

MONTEVIDEO (275): Like in Madison, June Lynne produced a skilled Book Girl, Phyllis. June had predicted an eager audience and it came... I think we had 105 people for the PP program!

 

Chippewa County Historical Society <cchs@maxminn.com> wrote: 

Michael: Thank you for bringing the BUS-eum to Montevideo/Chippewa County!  It was a wonderful experience for all involved. I heard so many great remarks about the program. As I mentioned to you last night, if we only had the one visitor (the wife of a now deceased POW) visit the entire time you were here, it would have been worth it just to see the expression of gratitude on her face. Combine her with about 250 additional individuals and it was a rousing success!

 

To future hosts, I do have a couple of suggestions:  Michael doesn't want to ask for much, but it is sincerely helpful to have at least three additional volunteers at the site. You really need one person greeting and giving instructions at the BUS door, and two people inside. I had two seperate groups to split the four hour time frame.  This way, individuals have more time to speak with Michael about their experiences or about their family members who were POWs. There were many who came not only to see the BUS-eum but to speak to Michael. We had Michael do the program and following his presentation our local Veteran's Service Office introduced local POWs. These were all POWs, not just WW II POWs. It certainly made the exhibit 'local' by including them. We also had a display on one WWII POW who is currently in the Veteran's Hospital and wasn't able to attend. His wife was very appreciative and was in attendance. Speaking as a Historical Society director, this exhibit was a great opportunity to speak to many veterans and family members of veterans. Listen to their stories; they are amazing. I also had an opportunity to speak to a few Vietnam Vets and hope to include their stories in our archives one day.  

 

Michael, may your BUS never break down again, may your time spent in Minnesota be remembered with fond memories, and may the legacy of what you are doing continue for many years ahead!

 

Thanks again!

 

June Lynne
Executive Director
Chippewa County Historical Society
PO Box 303
Montevideo, MN  56265
320-269-7636 cchs@maxminn.com
Making History, One Day At A Time

 

GLENWOOD (not available): Thanks goes to Joann Splonskowski for finding a sponsor for this and the Alexandria showings. I also want to thank Huge Riemers, who got us a spot on the main street, on the hill, opposite the county courthouse: he proved to be very supportive of our work and would like to have us return to show the BUS "properly": we'd love to come back!

 

SAUK CENTRE (265): Cindy Uhlenkamp did a fabulous job of not becoming unhinged when we discovered (with a thousand 5th/6th-graders waiting, on-hand) that the City of Sauk Centre had not yet "turned on the juice" as it had promised to do... Cindy had worked VERY hard on this stop and graciously indulged me when I went in search of a chiropractor, etc.!

 

PRINCETON (115): I hope that Lois Nord gets a copy of this, for Lois and her Friends of the Library colleague were endlessly helpful and accommodating (literally: the AmericInn in Princeton is a Beauty as far as chain motels go!). Lois was friendly and encouraging, even...

 

SAINT CLOUD (85): ...when I had to have the mechanic's shop across the street from the Princeton Public Library spontaneously install two fuel filters. Jessie Kruzitski at the Whitney Senior Center in St. Cloud good-naturedly adapted to the hour delay the unexpected work on the BUS motor caused; I appreciated her offer of my staying an hour "extra" to make it up.

 

BECKER (140): Bobbie Scott had thought through most of the details involved with the showing and it showed. A local high-school social-studies teacher she'd reached out to actually came (in his coaching clothes!) and brought many of his students, who got extra credit for coming. I also appreciated Bobbie's Insider Tips on getting showings organized for her native Wisconsin. It also helped that Bobbie laughed at all my jokes; at least SHE "gets" my bone-dry humor!

 

FOREST LAKE (145): I so enjoyed working a second time with the Washington County Public Library system's Carla Prakash, as well as meeting her colleague, Amy. Both women "stood watch" while I sent off to photocopy POW maps requested by many exhibit visitors, and they even waited to make sure that the BUS started when I went to leave. I think I stayed almost an hour "over time" as folks literally kept "walkin' in" and wanted to see the BUS.

 

PINE CITY (115): Jim Zaun seemed mildly disappointed in the attendance, but he need not have: for a small town on a pleasant spring evening, I consider 115 a fine number! I hesitate to release these numbers, for fear you hosts will "compete" with each other--but I also think it's important that you can better judge how to replicate others' successes and avoid their bumps.

 

ALEXANDRIA (195): Again, thanks to the indelible support of the Becker County Historical Society (directed by the very able Joann Splonskowski) and Detroit-Lakes-area veterans, we were able to draw a couple hundred people to visit the exhibit in yet another community that otherwise would have missed this opportunity. The above-average attendence also was due, in large part, to a BIG article the local paper published, plus an exceptionally positive editorial.

 

ELBOW LAKE (165): I enjoyed the diverse activities going on during Gail Hedstrom's staff's "Library-athon", of which the BUS-eum showing was only one event. Despite the many distractions, Gail answered my many questions and supplied much crucial assistance. A sign of how tired and over-whelmed I've gotten by this point, I left my Power Point projector and laptop in the building's basement--and only discovered it 20 hours later! Gail's uncle kindly drove them to Fergus Falls and saved not only the day, but what remained of my fading sanity.

 

FERGUS FALLS/West Ridge Mall (165) and Otter County Historical Society Museum (125): Once again, I marveled over the excellent quality of Chris Schuelke's fine museum; it really is singular in its level of development, comprehensiveness and relevance to Upper Midwest history. I also appreciated Chris' advice as we at TRACES prepare to establish a "permanent presence" in Saint Paul as of the late summer: Chris is very able and skilled.

 

Chris Schuelke <cschuelke@otchs.org> wrote: 

When the BUS-eum pulled into Fergus Falls, MN on a chilly day in April I was apprehensive that people would brave the wind and cold to visit. My fears were for naught as a steady stream of people visited the exhibition and came away with a new understanding of Midwestern POWs in Nazi Germany. Michael Luick-Thrams has done a wonderful job in converting an old school bus into a traveling tribute to the men who suffered as POWs. Michael is especially adept at using the limited space of the bus and turing into a visually pleasing interpretive display.
The BUS-eum will elicit memories from people of the World War II generation and help younger generations understand the horrifying nature that encompassed the war.

Chris Schuelke

FARGO (150): Although his Sunday staff was thinly spread, Steve Hubbard helped me get the computer time needed to write this report and other tour-related "business": I can imagine that it put his workers into High Gear, but I consider that a heart-felt donation towards our project. I'm glad Pam and Cindy did not get "emotionally involved" when I discovered that someone had spit their gum on the BUS floor, that others had walked on and spread it like rubber cement, AND that the gum didn't want to come up, despite their janitor's best efforts: I did go beserk!

 

And, the "lessons" from the week? Had we succeeded in attracting at least some of Fargo's four TV stations to the Elbow Lake or Fergus Falls showing (also in Fargo's broadcast area), Steve and his deserving staff would have had an even higher showing today. (At least the airing tonight of the two stations' reports will help Detroit Lake, Wadena, etc. draw people.) What that reminds us is that it really IS "worthwhile" for a given host to try to get a local TV or radio station to cover the showing(s) a day or two prior to that host's showing, so that the airing of any reports will attract folks to the next showing(s). Also, we must remember to tell volunteers: there's absolutely NO (!) food or drink or even that Evil Gum allowed in the BUS-----period!

 

That's it for now; pray that the tour continues to go so well/that the motor keeps workin',

 

Michael

 

THE FOURTH REPORT:
 

As the BUS-eum's Minnesota Tour begins its fifth full week, I'm pleased, gratified----and spent!

 

As of 9PM Monday, the BUS-eum had been visited by some 9,325 people since March 17th! (Numbers can be confirmed by contacting our individual hosts, whose contact info is at http://www.traces.org/mnpresentations.html.) As before, our success depends on our hosts:

 

ADA (70): Come wind, rain or sticky grass/leaves, Ruby Miller hosted the BUS anyway! Bravo!
 

DETROIT LAKES (300): With another hundred or 150 who attended the larger event but forewent visiting the crowded BUS, some 300 souls braved continuous lines to view the BUS in Detroit Lakes! Amazingly resourceful Joann Splonskowski and her army of volunteers crafted a worthwhile and diverse program. Beyond that, they "adopted" the wayward BUS when its celunoid (sp?) burned up; that night Joann and her good-natured husband, David, drove in rain to Fargo at about midnight to fetch a replacement part; before that, they had secured Dennis Chilton, a farmer-turned-mechanic to doctor the ailing patient, and Conrad Ohm, with whom I spent some 22 hours: Conrad not only housed me, but drove me to Pelican Rapids in time to make the scheduled Power Point prstn, and then back to DLs, where we found Dennis just finishing the repairs as it was time to leave! <Joann@beckercountyhistory.org> wrote 

 

Three cheers for TRACES and Michael Luick-Thrams for allowing this community the opportunity to honor our WWII POWs and all of our veterans. Once Becker County Historical Society made the decision to host the TRACES BUS-eum, I checked out their web site and found a wealth of information to make the visit a memorable one.  Once I had all of the ideas and helpful hints, I turned to Board members, volunteers, our local service organizations and our Veteran Service Office. In no time I had a table full of willing volunteers who came up with even more ideas on how to make this a community event. We also did a bulk mailing of this flyer to all of the VFW and American Legion members in our county (828). Our Veteran Service Officer put together individual booklets for each POW from Becker County who were invited personally.  Of the five in Becker County, four attended the celebration. Because of the threat of bad weather, the National Guard put us up a tent in the parking lot where we held an opening ceremony with the American Legion raising of the flag, the national anthem lead by students from Frazee High School, the pledge and the honoring of our POW’s. Two of our POW’s received their medals at this ceremony and each POW received a yellow rose, lapel pins and a letter from the Mayor thanking them. (It was a proud moment). A private benefactor pre-bought 200 of the BUS-eum tour guide books to be handed out free to any veteran or spouse who attended our event. Even though it rained, there were 300 who got to go through the bus, with attendance between 400-450. During the power point presentation, we had about 75 in the room and you could hear a pin drop; they were so enthralled with the presentation nobody moved. A closing ceremony where the flag was lowered by the Detroit Lakes VFW, with a 21 gun salute and taps with an echo, was played by the Frazee VFW. Inside the museum there was a table set for POW-MIAs.

The BUS-eum is a wonderful exhibit, put together by some very knowledgeable and caring people who did their research; it’s wonderful and I recommend hosting it in your community if you ever get the opportunity again. But above that is a greater opportunity for you to do something with and for your community. It opens the doors to so much collaboration and sharing. And, if you are a Historical Society, the door it opens for information gathering and the possibility of receiving further donations for your collections is invaluable.  

Thank you TRACES, and thank you Michael for what you have done for Becker County!  I wish you luck as you wind up your tour and hope no more problems besiege you with the bus. Gods speed.

Joann Splonskowski

Administrative Director

Becker County Historical Society

P.O. Box 622

Detroit Lakes, MN 56502-0622

218-847-2938

The mission of the Becker County Historical Society is to preserve and communicate the history of  Becker County and its people to all generations.
 

PELICAN RAPIDS (150): Pam, Nadine and Jane were all very gracious and flexible: out of 49 scheduled showings up to that point, this was the only one I couldn't make (due to the failed celunoid). In lieu of bringing these friendly and forgiving women the BUS, I did my darnedest to give the 150 school kids and others the best [two] Power Point presentations I could muster. I must have done all right: the library staff sincerely invited me to return someday, with the BUS.

 

PERHAM (135): This showing was one of three for which I showed up late: luckily, just as Susan Heusser-Ladig was about to cancel all together, I reached her via cell and begged her to wait: I'm glad we did, as we had a good showing, despite the lost hour (which I made up at the end). I'm especially glad for the contacts I made in Perham, for the good folks there offered me materials for our next traveling exhibit--details of which will be forthcoming: "stay tuned for mo'!"

 

WADENA (65): Joyce and Jim must have been very busy, for I was on me Lil' Lonesome for this one, really. Thanks goes--once again--to Joann and her board at the Becker Co. His. Soc. for making this showing possible. I do know that the 65 folks who came enjoyed the exhibit.

 

BRAINERD (150): Mary Lou Moudry organized more volunteers to have on-hand than the first hour's visitors (well, "almost"...): the Great Thing about this was we got the BUS looking spiffier than it had looked in absolute ages! Thank you, Mary Lou & Co., for your support.

 

AITKIN (100): Mary Beth Woodrow charmed me from the moment we met! Going far above and beyond, she took me to her river-front home after the showing, where her husband served venison meatballs, hand-harvested wild rice salad, homemade maple syrup on ice cream... She recruited her veteran father-in-law to drive me back in town and have a peek at the BUS--in the process becoming literally the Hundredth Visitor in Aitkin to the BUS before I left for...

 

CARLTON (140) and DULUTH (165): Know how some days are "jus' one o' those days"? Well, this was it! Both showings entailed "complications" borne of emailed misunderstandings--and both were quickly remedied, for which I remain grateful. Also, both Karen Kemi and JoAnne Coomb's assistant Sheena did honorable jobs of fielding my growing loopiness: by that day, I had become too exhausted to stay hinged; I'm sure I seemed punchy and whacky. SO sorry! My quirky behavior, though, must have been sufferable: JoAnne and I already look forward to my returning to her beautiful, diverse museum to give a program next fall. It'd be my pleasure!

 

GRAND RAPIDS (205): Don Boese did an excellent job of organizing Ground Support for this showing--then cleverly had an excuse to leave town! Seriously, I enjoyed being parked in front of such a beautiful new building; it looks like a work of art more than a library! Only some 50-75 feet from the Mighty Miss, I "camped" two nights on the doorstep of the library and so enjoyed walking, twice, to the Y across the river, to swim. I only wish I'd spied Dorothy (Judy)!

 

BEMIDJI (95): I'm not "complaining" (really), but rather whining... It's no one's fault but my own but by this point, I'm utterly exhausted! Wanda Hoyum was the perfect antidote! We left the BUS with her board-member volunters and had lunch at (was it?) Tutto Bene, a fabulous restaurante italiano, with DIVINE food! We polished off a bottle of Shiraz together and (shame on me!) I then floated back to the BUS and "stole" a 15-minute nap to get back into Working Form! Anyway--seriously--it did me a world of good to get away from the BUS I so love... I would like to become friends with Wanda, who is lively, talented, kind and funny. Gracia!

 

RED LAKE FALLS (95): Becky Bushelle and her volunteers sheparded their townspeople into and outta the BUS--at which point they greased the guests' throats with lemonade and lined their tummies with cookies. Except for the wind-tunnel-like conditions, it was a nice day.

 

THIEF RIVER FALLS (360): Heidi Hoks proved a delightful dinner mate the night before the BUS showing at her library; I appreciated dining with someone with so much talent, sensitivity and culture. She ain't too weak in the Business Department, either: her excellent PR efforts paid off and her library actually set the record, so far, for the Most-Visited BUS Showing, ever! 

 

Heidi Hoks <heidi@nwrlib.org> wrote: 

The advertizement of the TRACES BUS-eum was handled the way I do most - 
if not all - programs and projects. I first determined whether the 
BUS-eum would be a good fit with my community. This comes from research 
and - for me - years of living in this community. Once the fit was good, 
I contacted TRACES. The next step was to identify the target audiences 
and build the publicity around what would reach them best. For the 
target audience of schools, letters and flyers were sent to the schools 
themselves. I spoke to a couple of the teachers as a follow-up - 
teachers whose classes were not historical, but whom I knew understood 
the value of such an exhibit and who were good conversationalists during 
coffee breaks. For the target audience of former POWs and their 
families, I sent flyers and personal letters to the commanders and 
presidents of the various service organizations and auxiliaries, and I 
spoke to the local Vets' office director, who promised to get the word of 
mouth advertizing to veterans. The general public was my final 
target audience: two big ads in the newspaper, "Radiogram" (daily news 
sheets put out ain the local restaurants and businesses-an amazingly 
popular piece of reading literature for the majority of our residents) 
blurbs, flyers put around town, "Coffeetime" segment (the local TV/radio 
station talk show), three call-in interview ads with the local radio 
station, an interview on the college radio station, a spot on the 
"Carousel" (a TV informational bulletin board) and, of course, the lead 
article in the library newsletter that goes out quarterly.

 

GRAND FORKS (235): Toni Vonasek did a good job of putting out the various "spot fires" I kept igniting and throwing her way--including even finding a comp'ed motel room on the spur! She had done good publicity: I think we both got a secret thrill out of the LIVE broadcast "from the Grand Forks Public Library" during the dinner-time news hour... HOW very exciting!!!

 

toni_vonasek@und.nodak.edu wrote: 

Hi, Michael. Thanks for a great program. I was thrilled with the good turn-out and the good TV and newspaper coverage we received. Thank you for staying until 9 pm. I emailed you the Herald article from today's paper and will enclose it with the evaluations which I will mail to you.

Again, thank you for your hard work and dedication. Happy driving as you go through 
more of Minnesota!

Toni

 

Please send Good Vibes, that the last week of the tour continues to be so great!
 

With much gratitude and goodwill to you all,

 

Michael

 

THE FIFTH REPORT:
 

Well, WE did it! Literally, a couple hundred people had a direct hand in making the recently concluded Minnesota BUS-eum Tour a wild success! You or your volunteers/staff did PR, gave interviews, helped clean the BUS, greeted visitors, etc. With 10,975 people through the BUS in 5.5 weeks, we all, together, realized an amazing and worthy achievement. THANK YOU!

 

Tens of thousands more Minnesotans read or heard about WWII-era Midwest POWs via the many newspaper articles, radio interviews and TV features that touted the tour----both before as well as after the BUS visited a given community. Hundreds of our books (about both the Midwest POWs in Nazi Germany, and the German POWs in the Upper Midwest) made their way into Minnesotans' hands; scores of local stories of members of YOUR communities were preserved and made more widely known; for decades, these "traces" of that vital history will be saved from simply disappearing as these last surviving Midwest POWs leave us, one by one...

 

Personally, I (re-)discovered what a singularly beautiful state Minnesota is, what gracious and pleasant people live there, and how very much I enjoy(ed) simply being in the Northstar State...

 

Please "stay tuned for more": IF the gods smile, TRACES will be moving to the Metro area by the end of the summer; you all will be among the first to get invitations to our Grand Opening!

 

Let me express my deep, sincere gratitude once more for YOUR having made this stunning success possible. I remain indebted to you all! For now, go well--and cherish y/our history,

 

Michael

 

WARREN (100): I very much enjoyed being in a Camp-Algona-branch-camp town I hadn't before visited. Too bad, though, that I was utterly exhausted by this point; I would have liked to have walked around town, perhaps even seen what remains of "Camp Warren". As it was, my Sociability Scale had dipped to Minus Zero; luckily, Mary Morberg and her dedicated roster of BUS volunteers "took over" and allowed me to "hide" at the computer, trying to piece together the still-unconfirmed Wisconsin tour... I much appreciated their relieving me of my BUS duties.

 

HALLOCK (135): Peggy Pearson wisely recruited a whole fleet of volunteers. While Joann managed the back of the BUS, her good-hearted husband Paul drove me to Pembina/ND to see TRACES' "other POW exhibit" about the 10,000 German soldiers imprisoned in MN, Iowa and the Dakotas during WWII. I was grateful to check on my "baby" and know how very good it looks in the ND State Historical Society's museum on the Canadian/MN border with ND. It will be one of the handful of exhibits TRACES will open this fall in the Metro Area of Mpls/St. Paul.

 

ROSEAU (165): Charles Erickson attended to every detail----including letting me take his hot rod roadster for a spin long enough to fetch a sandwich and a sinful "new malt" at Hardee's. 

 

Roseau Public Library <roseau@nwrlib.org> wrote: 

Roseau hosted the TRACES BUS-eum last night and we had a standing line 
for 2 1/2 hours waiting to get onto the bus. We had to tell the last 
person that it was time to go. The BUS-eum was very well put together and 
Michael did a wonderful job of keeping things moving. Charles Erickson

Charles' co-sponsor from the Roseau County Historical Society wrote:

 

Charleen <rchsroseau@mncable.net> wrote: 

We look forward to doing more TRACES exhibits in the future. If you want to do more in our area with small exhibits let me know, I am secretary of the Minnesota’s Historic Norwest consortium, a group of nine county historical societies in Northwest MN.  We partner to bring exhibits, programs, etc. to our area, so we can educate the people.
 

When we are in our [new] museum I plan to have a TRACES exhibit of a greater magnitude.
 

Charleen Haugen
Roseau County Historical Society & Museum
218-463-1918 
 

I savored Charles' humor, which is almost as quirky as my own. I did NOT appreciate his and volunteer Charles' advice, however, to camp in Warroad, on the lapping shores of the Lake o' the Woods: yes, the Northern Lights WERE stunning, but the loud knock on my window at 1 in the morning by a punk cop was less charming; the Big Poop made me move the BUS three times, until I protested and he finally let me catch a few winks before driving at 5.10 AM to...

 

INTERNATIONAL FALLS (205): Diane Adams had done such a good job of "taking ownership" of the BUS-eum showing in her town: she had organized the high school kids' visits in shifts very well; who could've foreseen that a nearby district would bring its kids, too, unannounced? I enjoyed swapping Oregon Coast stories with Diane and "hearing her story".

 

VIRGINIA (160): I felt SO sorry for poor Nancy Maxwell, whose lovely ol' Carnegie suffered severe smoke damage in a next-door fire the previous week. Resourceful Nancy and her cheerful staff didn't miss a beat: they organized a LOVELY lakeside showing in downtown VA.

 

WEST SAINT PAUL (55): More than any other site, Barb Eschle's showing "got away" from Dean and me; "somehow" we didn't interpret her brief response to our initial email to be as committal as she did. In fact, it pained me to have to cancel a Woodbury showing we'd booked in the meantime, to "re-commit" to Barb's senior-citizen-center showing. Happily, it coincided with a Dakota County Public Library "visioning" workshop going on in the other half of that georgeous W. St. Paul park building. Gramma T. always told me, "All's well that ends well..."

 

SAINT PAUL/St. Thomas University (275): The BUS-eum's Bad Luck tends to run by days... After Barb's relatively thin crowd, Sister Marie hosted the exhibit next. "Somehow" we had crossed emails and had to punt a bit: we actually TOOK THE EXHIBIT OUTTA DA BUS and set it up on "legs" in a St. Thomas Uni auditorium corridor... Still, the fluid crowd of Senior Learners seemed to find the topic fascinating and enjoyed the PP presentation. "Whew!"

 

GOLDEN VALLEY (60): Don Anderson and his colleague Bob were perfect hosts! I wished I could "steal" their building away from them for our own permanent purposes, but other than that I was completely charmed by these two men! I look forward to "making up" the lunch they had planned to share with me, but I had to forego in order to barrel down busy Highway 55 to...

 

ROCKFORD (215): I must have been VERY tired, for the waves of hyped-up children who toured the BUS irritated me more than usual... Let's see, was it when the 10-year-old pick pocket tried to walk outta the BUS with my office padlock (which he could never use anyway, as it's a combination lock!!!) or the dressed-in-all-black teenager who left his amblin'-by clique of pals and crossed the street to loudly HANDSLAM (!) the BUS, or the child who insisted on standing at the booktable, flipping through every book and putting them on the WRONG piles, that most drove me around the bend? In any event, Wendy Bjiorn and her even-tempered board president Reed "went with the punches" and simply smiled at the youths' mindless antics.

 

NORTHFIELD (410): The largest venue by head count and duration, the two-day showing in Northfield was a pure joy: the visitors seemed genuinely interested in the exhibit, the weather was cool but clear/dry, the setting couldn't have been more congenial, and Northfield Historical Society director Mark Fagerwick proved to be uniquely helpful. In fact, over a tasty Indian-buffet lunch, he shared many growth-inducing tips; as a Recycled Business Person he sheparded this clueless historian towards Best Practices that will foster a better program and institution. I would be happy to work closely with creative, driven Mark in the future, as the Fates allow...
FARIBAULT (120): This showing was part of a larger community celebration, which was good. What was not so good was that the organizer did not provide the volunteers he promised, nor come by and staff the BUS as he also promised. While the showing was “satisfactory” (considering the rather good attendance), it was a reminder, that the BUS does not excel as part of a larger event; it draws the most people and has the most effect when it IS the “Main Event” and other events are planning around IT.

 

Well, that's my Final Report of this [first] MN BUS-eum Tour. Again, thank you all so much,

 

Michael (who'd be happy to send the entire, EDITED report, to those who request it via email)

 

P.S. Please remind folks who missed us that the BUS will be shown on Saturday, the 18th of June, in Faribault. Also, we'll be in Western Wisconsin in May and June, too: see our website!)

 

                                                ---      the Happy End      ---
 

I apologize heartily to Charleen and to her board members as well as volunteers, as I was unclear about the Roseau sponsorship. Indeed, it's true, as Charleen reminds me, below, that

 

Charleen <rchsroseau@mncable.net> wrote: 

The BUS-eum was a joint effort between the COUNTY museum and the library. It was listed on OUR web page.  The museum sent off all of the press releases to the surrounding towns and plus we did the staffing in the exhibit. The historical society also e-mailed all members and friends of RCHS about the BUS-eum. 
 

Volunteers: Charles Thomas, the military buff border patrol was one of OUR volunteers did all the counting and manned the table in the back area.  Charles Erickson was able to get only one volunteer to man the exhibit. We had approximately eight. It was more in OUR favor to man it anyway as we had a more vested interest due to being a history center for the area. 
 

We also put together the lobby exhibit to enhance your exhibit.  Further more, you would do much better if you would make this a joint effort between the county historical societies/museums and the libraries.  The societies have a greater interest due to the Greater Generation program they participate in. 
 

Although it was a wonderful evening and we thoroughly enjoyed the exhibit, our society expects an apology for your oversight.
 

Sincerely, Charleen Haugen, Director Roseau County Historical Society and Museum
 

I stand corrected. I'm sorry, if any feelings were bruised: I honestly was not consciously aware of the "proportions" of sponsorship. Certainly, the Roseau County Historical Society clearly did a great job of sponsoring the exhibit--and it's road-weary driver. For your kindness and support, 

 

I thank you, 

 

Michael

