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Outline of Operations

1 Exhibits

1.1 VANISHED: German-American Internment, 1941-48
1.2 Behind Barbed Wire: Midwest POWs in Nazi Germany

1.3 A Captive Eye: German POW Art and Artifacts
1.4 Hitler and the Heartland: Biography as History
1.4.1.1 America’s Model Industrialist: Henry Ford’s Anti-Semitism

1.4.1.2 America’s Model Aviator: Charles Lindbergh and “America First”

1.4.1.3 The Bund: America’s Nazi Movement
1.4.1.4 The Viering Family: From Peasants to Prairie Farmers
1.4.1.5 The Vogt Family: Befriending ‘the Enemy’—One’s Own

1.4.1.6 Quiet Rescue: Herman Stern
1.4.1.7 Der Staats Anzeiger: Hitler’s Voice on the Plains

1.4.1.8 Letters from Amsterdam to Iowa: Anne Frank’s American Pen Pal 
1.4.1.9 Long-Distance Letters: Lucille Nelson’s Viennese Pen Pal

1.4.2.1 The Endless Burden: William Dodd, U.S. Ambassador to Nazi Germany

1.4.2.2 Through Embassy Eyes: Martha Dodd, U.S. Ambassador’s Daughter

1.4.2.3 The Long Dark Night: George F. Kennan, U.S. Embassy First Secretary
1.4.2.4 The Dejected Servant: Louis Lochner, Milwaukee Journalist in Germany
1.4.2.5 A Rise and a Fall: William Shirer, Iowa Journalist in Germany

1.4.2.6 Watching Jack Boots: Vincent Sheean, Chicago Journalist in Germany
1.4.2.7 The Reluctant Witness: Harold Vedeler, Doctoral Student in Germany
1.4.2.8 Hitler’s Short-Wave Man: Frederick Kaltenbach, Iowa-born Nazi Propagandist

1.4.2.9 Resisting Hitler: Mildred Fish Harnack, Anti-Nazi Martyr
1.4.2.10 Quaker Witnesses: Leonard Kenworthy, Clarence Pickett, Nancy Parker and 
Ruth Workman
1.5 Haven in the Heartland
1.5.1 Far from Hitler: The Scattergood Hostel for European Refugees, 1939-43
1.5.2 Friendly Refuge: The Quaker Hill Hostel for European Refugees, 1940-1942
1.6 The Black Box

1.6 Through the Gates of Hell: What Midwest Liberators Found in Nazi Concentration Camps
Collaborating filmmakers/producers of films used in the above-listed exhibits:
Nancy Cole, New York/NY; NBC TV

Peter Leverman, Houston/TX; freelance filmmaker

Robert Galloway, Charleston/SC; independent filmmaker

Nancy Heather, Des Moines/IA; Iowa Public TV

Michael Schaubach, New York,/NY and Steve Balvanz, Los Angeles/CA; Flyover Films
Seth and Barbara Camillo, Iowa City/IA; independent filmmakers
Nikki Tundel, St. Paul/MN; a producer at Iowa Public TV and Minnesota Public Radio
2 Programs

German/Austrian/Czech/Polish films (weekly)

Concerts and recitals, plays and cabarets (serial)

Guest speakers and panel-discussion forums (weekly)

Visiting exhibits (seasonal)

History Marathon (annually, mid-October)

New World History Fair [for pre-college youth] (annually, spring)

New World History Forum [for college students] (annually, spring)

World War II-Studies Conference (annually, Memorial Day weekend)

German/Austrian Culture Fest (annually, first weekend in October)

Study tours (annually, usually in summer but also during winter break)

Cross-cultural-exchange orientation/seminars (U.S./Germany and Austria; seasonal)

BUS-eum and BUS-eum 2 tours (regional, spring and fall; Metro area, all school year)

Moborial tours (regional, each fall; Twin Cities Metro area, all school year)

3 Library
At its Landmark Center site, TRACES offers the public a research-quality collection of books—including titles in German, Czech, Polish and English—about the following topics: the Third Reich, German-American internment, U.S. POWs in Nazi Germany, German POWs in the Midwest, the Holocaust and Midwest rescuers of Jews, Midwest pro-Nazi and Midwest anti-Nazi activists, Midwest journalists and diplomats in Nazi-occupied Europe, German/Austrian history and other related topics. Our comprehensive WWII book collection draws many visitors, as it is unmatched in the Upper Midwest.

4 Staff

The TRACES Center for History and Culture is staffed by full- and part-time staff, college interns from both the United States and Europe, volunteers and researchers.
5 Audiences

Target-audience groups include public and parochial school pupils, Elder Hostelers, bus- and bank-tour groups, college students, veterans and families of veterans, Jews, Quakers, journalists and others. Naturally, all are invited and we are pleased to welcome anyone who wishes to learn more about the Midwest’s connections to Nazi Germany and Austria.
END
