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Camp Deer River (also known as Camp Cut Foot Sioux)/Minnesota

Drahtpost #2

19 November 1944 

 (translated by Marty Pauley)
Our Branch Camps

The “Drahtpost” has received letters from the branch camps that show that the German camp newspaper is greeted with enthusiasm. We thank you for the friendly echo and greet the more than 1,000 comrades who can’t live in the Algona base camp due to the distance they must go to work. Readers, for your information reports indicate that there were 17 branch camps in the summer of this year. After the completion of several work projects, that number will be eight and will remain so for the remainder of the winter. They are as follows:

Branch Camp #2 in Fairmont/Minnesota has 164 men. The camp spokesman is Chief of Police Foehling. The men work in a canning factory.

Branch Camp #3 in Remer/Minnesota has 237 men. The camp spokesman is Sergeant Glied. The men are loggers in the forest.
Branch Camp #4 in Bena/Minnesota has 204 men. The camp spokesman is Staff Sergeant Rebehn. The men are loggers in the forest.

Branch Camp #5 in Owatonna/Minnesota has 140 men. The camp spokesman is Sergeant Major Hector. The men work in two nurseries and a canning factory.

Branch Camp #6 in Deer River/Minnesota has 145 men. The camp spokesman is chief of police Schulte. The men are loggers in the forest.
Branch Camp #7 in New Ulm/Minnesota has 145 men. The camp spokesman is Officer Knop. The men work in a brick and tile operation.
Branch Camp #13 in Eldora/Iowa has 163 men. The camp spokesman is Staff Sergeant Benner. The men work in a hemp plant.

Branch Camp #17 in Charles City/Iowa has 51 men. The camp spokesman is Private First Class Steick. The men work in a nursery.

Due to a lack of information, only a few reports can be made regarding activities in the branch camps. From the available reports of October we know that this month in Remer and Eldora they are teaching various courses, that in Remer and Owatonna they have record concerts and that there are a number of sporting activities available in those three branch camps also. The lecture mentioned in the first copy of our paper of the camp pastor Alex Funke about church and politics was also held in Owatonna. Camp Fairmont sent a report of a dignified ceremony commemorating the 9th of November.

Drahtpost #3

3 December 1944 

 (translated by Stuart Gorman)

Our Branch Camps

Branch Camp #4, Bena/Minnesota
Bena, in the northern part of Minnesota, was shaken out of its peacefulness by the arrival of about 220 POWs in early February of this year. The aforementioned POWs were supposed to find accommodations in the former Civilian Conservation Corps camp in order to follow the lumber trade from here out into the giant forests. The camp sits about 150 meters to the right of the road which runs from Deer River in the direction of Cass Lake. The north side is bordered by Lake Winnibigoshish, while the woods stretch for miles on the east and west sides. As usual we had to have a major cleanup upon arrival, in order to bring the camp to a condition which one would call cozy at home. If one recalls the 28-degree [Fahrenheit] temperature on arrival day, and how everything was wrapped in a thick blanket of snow, then one can recall the mood of the time, which was the result of this sudden weather change from the hot camp in Concordia Kansas to the rough, inhospitable climate in northern Minnesota.

The task of the German POWs was, and is, based on contracts between lumber companies and the U.S. Army, to fell for the former a number of trees per day, and in such as way that both parties are happy and not that the US has to reach too deep into its pockets to support the POWs. In any event, the difficulties of the opening days with the up-till-then unfamiliar work are completely gone, and the only sound that disturbs the forest calm is the monotonous chorus of saws and the “clack, clack” of the axes—and, often a curse when trees are hung up [while falling].

The access roads to the work places are on average about 20 miles long or longer, and one shudders already just from the thought of the coming cold; currently, a ride in an open truck can only be spoken of as a kind of punishment. Nothing lasts forever, though, and on Christmas truck covers will come as a gift from the Red Cross. Departures begin mornings at 7:30, and at 5:00 in the evening the workers come back to camp.

Through the efforts of the POWs it was possible to create a soccer field and to turn an empty barracks into an admirable entertainment room and theater: the bar “Oasis” can be found in one corner. In the background, bottles filled with colored water indicate their previous contents, which were thoroughly enjoyed on earlier evenings. The nine-member band has made a reputation for themselves that indeed has reached as far as the little place known as Bena. The band has been known to give many watchless POWs a tattoo of a watch that reads 22:00.

But, as life so often is! We had more or less settled in; rowboats and other entertainment also had been set up—and then we got the order to change camps as soon as possible. Half of the camp went to the corn harvest at the camp in Faribault at the end of June and the other half did the same work in Ortonville.

Because the lumber businessmen valued the expert work of the POWs and wanted to have the same experienced workers in order to avoid accidents, the two camps mentioned above later were emptied and reunited in this camp. Now, we are happily felling those “long ones” in the woods, which—lain end to end—would reach halfway from New York to Hamburg. The work quota was that big in the first half of 1944. And, when the same amount of time has passed again, we will have the whole distance—so with such a bridge we should be able to march the whole way home.

—Bothe
Drahtpost #4

Christmas 1944

 (translated by Kent & Heidi Mechler)

Spotlights from Our Branch Camps

Branch Camp #6, Deer River/Minnesota

As always, sportsmen fare badly in winter. We held only one punch-ball tournament in the beginning of November. All the more, then, is “training of the mind” on the docket. Very well attended general knowledge lectures on various themes were of benefit to everyone. Well done, comrades from Deer River! We need that so that our minds don’t turn to mush. In addition, a “request concert” with an abundant program, a “German evening” and the farce “The Hannemann Family”, brought not only a change of pace, but also edification.

Drahtpost #7

28 January 1945

 (translated by Michael Hustedde)

Our Branch Camps

Branch Camp #6, Cut Foot Sioux (Deer River)/Minnesota


The jump that 122 countrymen made on 6 April 1944 was truly a jump into the most beautiful areas of Minnesota. From Team Camps 1 and 2 of the Concordia/Kansas POW camp, 122 German soldiers officially opened the logging camp named Cut Foot Sioux, near Dear River.


Just like everywhere else in the world, whenever Germans establish community living there is a great cleaning of various buildings—and that was the case in the old Civilian Conservation Corps camp of Cut Foot Sioux. The first day was taken up with cleaning and moving in, and from the second day on it was a community effort to build the actual camp under the leadership of Captain Groenig, whom most people knew as the leader of Barracks 2 at Concordia. At this time we would like to thank our esteemed captain and his officers—who unfortunately had to leave us on 31 August 1944—for their work and support.


The camp is composed of the following: 4 barracks for living quarters, 1 kitchen with mess hall, 1 administration barracks with recreation room, a canteen and theater, 1 bathroom building with showers—and all this supplied with electricity and water by a small power plant. In addition are the buildings for American personnel, the workshops, etc.


In close quarters and for work on small projects, we created a camp in which we feel good and from which we hope to go directly back home. There arose out of nothing two athletic fields and a small swimming facility at Sunken Lake, a beautiful lake in a forest five miles away. A forestry center with a music pavilion and a recreation room were built, along with a classroom for lectures. The canteen was given a general overhaul and a theater was created. We are proud of all of this. 


While the summer months belonged to sports and exercise—especially swimming—choir and theater structure most of our free time now in winter. 


The work that we have to do for the American government is being performed in the forests, overseen by seven subcontractors. With the exception of the hunting period from 13 to 25 November, our camp consistently works an eight-hour day. Of the 179 men now in camp, over 80 percent go out every day into the forest with axes and saws to do their “timber hand” work. The remainders of our comrades see to it that the old woodcutters come home in the evening to a well-kept, warm home with water and electricity.


Since 1 June 1944 the camp has been part of the Algona/Iowa regional camp and has carried the official designation Branch Camp #6, Deer River/Minnesota—so named for the closest postal and railroad station, which are about 20 miles away. 


For us, however, Cut Foot Sioux remains Cut Foot Sioux, just as the name of the boss here since the first of September is Hans Schulte.

Drahtpost #11

25 March 1945

 (translated by Jere and Harold Brands)

Spotlights from Our Branch Camps

Table tennis tournament in Cut Foot Sioux

Camp Cut Foot Sioux held a men’s-singles table tennis tournament in January and February. Forty-six players each played every other player. A friendly victory party was held on the last Sunday in February. Thanks to numerous donated items each participant received a prize. The first six winners were Deptalla (43 points), Kral (42 points), Scheller (41 points), Wedderwille, Melisch and Brutschin (each with 40 points).

Drahtpost #12

15 April 1945

 (translated by Alex J. Kay)

From Our Branch Camps

Cut Foot Sioux reports

Our camp celebrated the Heroes’ Memorial Day of the German People in a dignified way. In the morning the camp chaplain held a camp service for both denominations [Catholic and Lutheran]. In the evening the comrades congregated for a ceremony. The individual fate of Friedrich von Schill was presented as an example of the individual’s (and the whole nation’s) willingness to make sacrifices.

Friedrich von Schill is the personification of the Frederican spirit, the personification of the German. Through his action and self-sacrifice for his Fatherland he gave his era and also that of today an example that the “I” of the individual must be subordinated to the “we” of the whole nation.

The leader of the evening—comrade Guenter Timm—planned this ceremony as dignified and simple, but nevertheless large. The speakers and the music—under the direction of Fritz Steidel—fit in well and presented us with an hour that we will not forget.

“Jungle Stage” at Cut Foot Sioux

 
Our theatre program for this year opened on 24 March 1945 with a comical tale in three acts, “Hans Huckebein” by Oscar Blumenthal and Gustav Kadelburg. Under the direction of Walter Dettmann this farce received utmost praise and thanks from the comrades.

The husband dogged by ill fortune (Heinz Radtke) —a real Huckebein—completes his bad luck when he leads his wife (Fritz Rakers) and his mother-in-law into the first cinema of Berlin and unwittingly shows them his only rendezvous with another lady. In spite of the futile attempts of the father-in-law (Hermann Zimmann) at sorting things out, a divorce seems unavoidable. After much turmoil and excitement, however, it still ends happily.

All actors—whether it be the mother-in-law (Franz Phalert) in her genuine “mother-in-law-type concern”, or Boris Mensky (Karl Riepe), a Russian big landowner with 12 priests, or the prize-wrestler Tobias Krack (Albert Hafner), whose fingers are very often itchy, or the maid Emma (Johann Alfons) who again and again cites marital principles to the lady, and not to forget the young, respectable niece (Otto Guenther), who in the end becomes mistress over 12 priests—they all gave their best and were rewarded with roars of laughter, the approval of comrades. The other actors (Fritz Ihlo and Arthur Miketta) —in conjunction with the set designer Erich Pause and the comrades who energetically contributed to the success of the evening—also gave their best. Particular recognition is to be given to comrade Fritz Rakers, who in his portrayal of the wife of the tormented Huckebein—how she loves, sulks and forgives—was her spitting image. (One can only say: POWs are capable of anything.) We say thanks and hope that the theatre-loving public very soon will be given the opportunity to applaud again.

Lagerzeitung #2

9 August 1945:

 (translated by Hannelore Furness)

Occupancy of Base and Branch Camps as of 5 August 1945

base camp:
Algona/Iowa


869 men

branch camps:
1 Moorhead/Minnesota

  85 men



2 Fairmont/Minnesota

508 men



4 Bena/Minnesota

145 men



5 Owatonna/Minnesota

207 men



6 Deer River/Minnesota

165 men



7 New Ulm/Minnesota

318 men



8 Montgomery/Minnesota
633 men



9 Faribault/Minnesota

366 men



10 St. Charles/Minnesota
304 men



11 Ortonville/Minnesota
110 men



13 Eldora/Iowa


150 men



17 Charles City/Iowa

 77 men



19 Clinton/Iowa 

 92 men



23 Muscatine/Iowa

113 men



24 Wells/Minnesota

311 men



25 Onawa/Iowa


 91 men



26 Storm Lake/Iowa

 62 men



—Waverly/Iowa     
        (in preparation)



total occupancy


4,606 men

Lagerzeitung #8

23 January 1946

 (translated by Heino Erichsen)

Collection for the Y.M.C.A.

A special collection reached the sum of $7,037.00 for the benefit of the relief fund of the Y.M.C.A.. The amount was sent to the Y.M.C.A. by check. We learned from a Y.M.C.A. communication that the greatest amount collected in one POW camp was $9,190.35. Together—with an earlier collection from the branch camps in Deer River ($1,058.87) and in Wells ($219.00) —we attained a total of $8,314.87.

Thus, we are close to the highest donation collected for the benefit of German POWs in European camps. We all can be proud of this result. We give hearty thanks to all contributors.

The breakdown is as follows:

1st Company 

$ 936.00

2nd Company 

   840.23

3rd Company 

   467.97

4th Company 

   300.90

5th Company 

   984.02

6th Company 

1,283.37

Deer River 

   350.65

Shenandoah 

   690.00

Onawa 


   148.12

Sports collection 
   726.05

Theater group 

   194.37

Camp treasury 

   115.32




-----------

Total 

           $7,037.00

—F.W. Henkel, camp spokesman

