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Fate


Let us allow the thread of fate to softly run,


And as it runs, without wanting to tear and


Hold it back: in this way it goes all the more


Safely along its own path, and finds its way once


More to our hand—maybe when we least


Think of and hope for it.


—Herder





It is a truth from long ago:


We should not timidly question fate;


We should endure it with proud determination!





It is a hope for coming times:


We cannot create our fate for ourselves;


It has been created for us since forever!





So we want to await the future changes—


Not submit the heart to Earthly powers


And never break down until we go cold!


—Endres
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The World Situation


(based on reports from the “New York Times” from 13 to 18 April 1945)


On the afternoon of 12 April 1945 Franklin Delano Roosevelt, the President of the United States of America, suddenly died from a severe cerebral haemorrhage. He was born on 30 January 1882 on the family estate Hyde Park/New York and elected Governor of New York on 6 November 1928. On 8 November 1932 his first election to the presidency of the U.S.A. for four years took place. On 3 November 1936 he was re-elected for another four years; on 5 November 1940 his third election took place and on 7 November 1944 he was elected for the fourth time to a further four years.


On 14 April the body of President Roosevelt was brought to Washington by train. A simple funeral service took place in the White House. In the capital of the country—in which so much history was made during Roosevelt’s period in office—silence reigned: the shops were closed. The nation showed its mood with solemnity.


 President Roosevelt was laid to rest on Sunday morning in the garden of the Hyde Park estate.


Harry S. Truman of Missouri, the Vice President up to this time, received the title of the President of the U.S.A. and was sworn in at a short ceremony of the cabinet. In an address the new President affirmed that the policies of Roosevelt would be carried on and that the war would be continued until the unconditional surrender of Germany and Japan. The conference in San Francisco intended for the 25 April 1945 will take place as planned.


President Truman was born on 8 May 1884 on a farm near Lamarre. In the [First] World War Truman fought as an artillery captain in France and took part, in particular, in the St. Michel and the Argonnes offensive. He is the 32nd President of the U.S.A.


England prepares for a general election


Prime Minister Churchill announced that preparations for a general election have been made. The election will take place immediately after the end of the war in Europe. The last elections in England were carried out in 1935. As a result of the outbreak of war the general election planned for 1940 was postponed.


Japanese mechanized forces—which had been withdrawn from Manchuria/China to the region of Shanghai—are poised to return to their original position, probably as a result of Moscow’s cancellation of the Russo-Japanese neutrality pact, according to a Chinese army spokesperson.


Marshal Stalin informed President Truman that Foreign Minister Molotov will represent the Russian government at the San Francisco conference on 25 April.


Franz von Papen—former German chancellor and later ambassador in Turkey—has been taken prisoner in the Ruhr region by American troops.


Field Marshal von Mackensen—who led German armies during the World War�—and Prinz August Wilhelm—the last Kaiser’s [Emperor] fourth son—were taken prisoner by American troops.


General Dwight D. Eisenhower told a group of visiting U.S. correspondents that the war in Europe probably will not come to an end until Germany is completely occupied. He does not believe that a formal German capitulation will ever come. (The “Des Moines Register”, 17 April 1945)


Whilst the position of Soviet Russia remains puzzling, the siege ring around Japan becomes tighter as a result of the Americans at sea and in the air. Tenacious battles have developed on Okinawa as American forces reached prepared defensive lines of the Japanese. On the Philippines the Americans invaded the last main island and outposts in the Lulus threaten Borneo. Only in China was the picture dark, there the Japanese continue their territorial gains


The “Washington Star” says that reports have come in, according to which Marshal Stalin has declared himself in agreement with the formation of a Polish government. The newspaper writes that the agreement was reached 48 hours after President Truman moved into the White House. The reported agreement speaks of the formation of a new government with real Polish representation and is, as the article says, a big concession to the American and English point of view. Only four Communists will be in the new government, it was further reported.


Marshal Tito, Premier of Yugoslavia, left Moscow yesterday to return to Belgrade. He said that his stay in the Soviet capital would have “great results” for the future of Yugoslavia, as Radio Moscow broadcast in a report published in the English language.


A demarcation line for American and Russian tactical operations on German territory was officially published by the Allied Headquarters.


The Russian Foreign Minister Molotov wants to visit the President in the White House on the way to the San Francisco World Security Conference, as Radio Moscow announced.


The English Foreign Minister Eden announced that a meeting of the foreign ministers of four great nations will take place in Washington in preparation for the international security conference in San Francisco.





From the Camp Pastor’s Folder


(by army chaplain Alex Funke)


Temporality


The empires change,


The world changes;


Yet God is the same,


Who holds them in his hands.





He will carry them further,


No matter what should happen,


For everything is His reign 


Who carries them in His hands.





And those He chooses


For His peaceful group,


Will never again be lost,


Nor without His pardon.


—Hermann Claudius





Foretaste of Spring in the Field


Snowy twilight sent the evening to sleep,


The night passed away...





The flickering light flitted hauntingly about


From the flash from the muzzle of distant batteries,


That, as a sheet of lightning, ran around the sky.


Then the war was startled out of feverish wanderings


And rumbled deeply


And sank back to the sleeping and dreaming of the night.





The snow lay black from the smoke and the steam of the battle


And as it burnt,


A shower of ash from the battle of shellfire,


Fell like a ghost over the churned-up land.





I stood in the wire enclosures, which were shot to pieces—


My eyes overcome with tiredness and blurred,


My ears deaf from the noise and the wrath and the anger—


And did not notice the quiet things;


That in the silence—and in the ragings of battle—


Quiet in the busy edification,


Peacefully wove the eternal life further.





A soft westerly wind struck me warmly


On the cheek with wet echo.


Oh, heart, hardened in the desolate echo and sound


From the quiet west, you wake up childrens’ fear,


And were, in spite of ice and snow and stripped wood,


The first life, whose stiff crust


Was melted with sweet tune by the thawing wind.





Gently the moon swam, as though pushed from the west.


Then all things became good and gentle,


And nothing was hard, and nothing had remained stiff.





Sleepwalking, the spring drifted through the night


And in the moonlight cast its cautious, welcome


Blue shadow on the snow of the winter battle.


—Walter Flex
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Our Branch Camps


Branch Camp #23, Muscatine/Iowa


On 16 April 1945—with marvelous weather—85 German comrades of the former 3rd Company left base-camp Algona with great expectation in order to open a new branch camp 270 miles to the southeast, on the Mississippi River, in the vicinity of the city of Muscatine. After a truly strenuous ten-hour journey in trucks we were sincerely glad when, from wintry Algona, we happily had ended up in Muscatine. The first impression of our new camp already made the heart beat faster. Spring awaited us here in its blooming splendor. After the unfriendly, dusty hut-camp of Algona, this in itself gave us a tingling feeling of joy. The expectations that we brought with us from Algona were exceeded by a long way, as a two-story stone building—surrounded by beautiful lawns, blossoming trees and shrubs that were said in part to come from Jerusalem—and countless fish ponds were actually allocated to us. The building is a former fish research institute that is situated approximately 300 meters from the Mississippi. As it has not been used for five years, we found it in a wretched condition. With German thoroughness the work was immediately tackled and within one day we had cleared our villa of refuse from the loft to the cellar.


We have two work projects here—each with 35 men. One commando works in the tinned foods factory where—amongst other things—cucumbers, horseradish, beans and tomatoes are processed. The business has its own fields in which these types of vegetable are grown. At the moment the second commando is planting tomatoes in the vegetable fields.


Despite the short period of time we’ve been here, sports already are an important part of our lives here. At the moment table tennis is fashionable. After work it is permanently high season for table tennis in a room on the first floor. On Sunday, 22 April 1945 the first big table tennis tournament in singles and doubles already took place, for which the very useful prizes of smoking goods were donated. A volleyball field was set up on one of the lawns between the fishponds. The dust-free site naturally increased the pleasure of the game significantly. A large fishpond will be put at our disposal during the summer for bathing.


After much to-ing and fro-ing over the last days in Algona, we are all satisfied that we were the ones to go to Muscatine. In the hope that the camp leadership in Algona will do its best for our mental health by sending us films, magazines, books and records, we thank you in advance. The men from Muscatine greet all comrades in base-camp Algona, and send best wishes for the future.


—Hans Hanus





We Ask and Answer!


In a series beginning with this issue, we will bring each time 15 questions, which should be answered by the readers. They will serve to freshen up your knowledge. A further incentive is that one of the most complete solutions will be awarded with a dollar. The correct answers—without repetition of the questions—are to be sent to the “Drahtpost” in the normal way. New questions appear in the next issue; in the one after that, the correct answers and the prizewinner. (Final deadline for the submission of all solutions of riddles, chess problems and questions is the day of publication of each new issue.)


	1. In which U.S. state is the most wheat cultivated?


2. What is the difference in standard time between Washington and Tokyo?


3. What is the difference in standard time between Washington and Paris?


	4. What is the name of the capital city of Burma?


	5. What is the name of the Prime Minister of Ireland?


	6. What is the name of the port of Ancient Rome?


	7. Of which two metals does the alloy bronze consist?


	8. How many walls does the cell of the honeycomb have?


	9. What did the Greeks call Jupiter?


	10. Which famous literary character has signed a pact with the Devil?


	11. What is the saltiest and deepest-lying sea in the world?


	12. What are the two main components of beer?


	13. Which bird is well known for laying its eggs in the nests of other birds?


14. What is the present-day name of Constantinople?


15. In which city in the west of the Reich [empire] did the Kaiser [emperor] set up his headquarters during the [First] World War?
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Humor in Words and Pictures


The astrologist in the cow barn


“When is your birthday, Fraeulein Olga?”


“The end of August.”


“Oh, then you are a virgin [which in German is identical to the English term “virgo”]?’


“That’s none of your business, you creep!”
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Unisex pants


“Oh, those women! They’ve had my ski pants on again!”





From Base-Camp Algona


On Sunday, 15 April a ceremony in memory of Ulrich von Hutten took place in the base camp. It was for a knight who in a wild, turbulent time more than 400 years ago fought for the renewal of the empire and the faith. A short introduction reviewed his life—from his flight from a monastery to the summit where the Kaiser [emperor] crowns him poet and Hutten’s voice is heard by the Reichstag [parliament], to the day where, forgotten and alone on the island in Lake Zurich, he dies. The poetry of Conrad Ferdinand Meyers made us aware that the aims and ways of such fighting and struggling indeed belong to the past, but not his spirit. The recital of the poems by comrade Sturm did its bit to bring this spirit alive. The music of Beethoven—with its power and energy—went together well with the words. Here is Hutten’s motto: “May it break or may it go: God’s spirit has overcome me”. The evening hour concluded with a movement from Haydn’s “Kaiserquartett” [“Emperor quartet”].





The Big Issue: A German Film


Theatre, film, variety theatre, circus—all have a public side: the stage in the blaze of lights, a full house, thunderous applause; and a reverse side: bare scenery walls, difficult competition struggles, accommodation full of privation, worries about revenue and above all hard work in harsh circumstances. This film was about the work of a person who has dedicated himself to the circus. “Whoever belongs to the circus can never escape from it for the rest of his life,” said Otto (Paul Kemp). The faithful assistant of Peter Stoll, again and again Otto neglects his secret love for his old colleague Mariettchen (Charlott Daudert) in order to lead his friend Stoll (Rudolf Prack) to his deserved success. The same applies to the daughter of the circus director Helga Wallner (Leni Marenbach), who spurns a secure existence as veterinary surgeon—a worthy and loveable veterinary surgeon who really would have liked to marry her, just because she has circus blood and, on top of everything, is stubborn. In spite of her kindly, gentle appearance, she does not want to let go of the sweetheart of her youth. So the big issue, “The man with the bird” or “The lion swing”, must become a success—a success in the magical realm of film plot, as well as on the screen in front of us viewers, who went home particularly satisfied after the performance. We saw wonderful animal pictures, the lithe tiger and lion, and dogged elephant, the sleek horse, a dumb, yawning hippopotamus and a funny parrot. On top of that, it was the German Homeland that was placed before our eyes. We saw the region of the Dresden Heide [Moor], the hunting lodge Moritzburg—and we saw above all the marvelous picture of the city of Dresden with the Zwinger, court church and the other characteristic buildings which no longer stand today.





Miscellaneous


We thank comrades Paul Derstroff (1st Company), Willi Rauscher (Camp Fairmont) and Branch Camp #23 in Muscatine/Iowa for their contributions.





