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Camp Muscatine/Iowa

Drahtpost #12

15 April 1945

 (translated by Alex J. Kay)

Miscellaneous


In the preceding weeks, many comrades were transferred from the base camp to the branch camps. So Branch Camp #9 in Faribault/Minnesota opened again and Branch Camps #21, 22 and 23 founded: Branch Camp #21 is situated near to Shenandoah and Clarinda and deals mainly with garden work. Branch Camp #22 in Yankton/South Dakota will be busy with river regulation and was erected on the Missouri River. Most of the comrades of the 3rd Company went to the new Branch Camp #23 in Muscatine/Iowa; they will mainly work with farmers there. Through these transfers, the base camp is much smaller: Compound 2 was closed and all remaining comrades—approximately 500 men—were united in the 1st and 2nd Companies of 3. We wish the transferred comrades all the best in their new camps and hope to hear from you soon. Please send reports about your new camps—if possible with a sketch! Just the same, we also request further contributions from all other camps, too.
Drahtpost #13

29 April 1945

 (translated by Alex J. Kay)

Our Branch Camps

Branch Camp #23, Muscatine/Iowa

On 16 April 1945—with marvelous weather—85 German comrades of the former 3rd Company left base-camp Algona with great expectation in order to open a new branch camp 270 miles to the southeast, on the Mississippi River, in the vicinity of the city of Muscatine. After a truly strenuous ten-hour journey in trucks we were sincerely glad when, from wintry Algona, we happily had ended up in Muscatine. The first impression of our new camp already made the heart beat faster. Spring awaited us here in its blooming splendor. After the unfriendly, dusty hut-camp of Algona, this in itself gave us a tingling feeling of joy. The expectations that we brought with us from Algona were exceeded by a long way, as a two-story stone building—surrounded by beautiful lawns, blossoming trees and shrubs that were said in part to come from Jerusalem—and countless fish ponds were actually allocated to us. The building is a former fish research institute that is situated approximately 300 meters from the Mississippi. As it has not been used for five years, we found it in a wretched condition. With German thoroughness the work was immediately tackled and within one day we had cleared our villa of refuse from the loft to the cellar.

We have two work projects here—each with 35 men. One commando works in the tinned foods factory where—amongst other things—cucumbers, horseradish, beans and tomatoes are processed. The business has its own fields in which these types of vegetable are grown. At the moment the second commando is planting tomatoes in the vegetable fields.

Despite the short period of time we’ve been here, sports already are an important part of our lives here. At the moment table tennis is fashionable. After work it is permanently high season for table tennis in a room on the first floor. On Sunday, 22 April 1945 the first big table tennis tournament in singles and doubles already took place, for which the very useful prizes of smoking goods were donated. A volleyball field was set up on one of the lawns between the fishponds. The dust-free site naturally increased the pleasure of the game significantly. A large fishpond will be put at our disposal during the summer for bathing.

After much to-ing and fro-ing over the last days in Algona, we are all satisfied that we were the ones to go to Muscatine. In the hope that the camp leadership in Algona will do its best for our mental health by sending us films, magazines, books and records, we thank you in advance. The men from Muscatine greet all comrades in base-camp Algona, and send best wishes for the future.

—Hans Hanus

Lagerzeitung #1

21 July 1945

 (translated by Alex J. Kay)

Contributions to the International Red Cross

Upon an earlier suggestion a voluntary collection for the International Red Cross was taken among our comrades at Camp Algona and all its branch camps, with the following results.

Base Camp Algona/Iowa:


$1,793.65

Branch Camp Fairmont/Minnesota:

$   849.19

Branch Camp Bena/Minnesota:


$   239.50

Branch Camp Faribault/Minnesota:

$   438.25

Branch Camp St. Charles/Minnesota:

$   353.75

Branch Camp Eldora/Iowa:


$   805.00

Branch Camp Tabor/Iowa:


$   312.85

Branch Camp Charles City/Iowa:

$   111.50

Branch Camp Clinton/Iowa:


$   217.16

Branch Camp Shenandoah/Iowa:

$   574.25

Branch Camp Yankton/South Dakota:

$   205.50

Branch Camp Muscatine/Iowa:


$   363.00

Branch Camp Owatonna/Minnesota:

$   555.33

The remaining results aren’t yet in; we’ll publish them in the next number.

Lagerzeitung #2

9 August 1945:

 (translated by Hannelore Furness)

Occupancy of Base and Branch Camps as of 5 August 1945

base camp:
Algona/Iowa


869 men

branch camps:
1 Moorhead/Minnesota

  85 men



2 Fairmont/Minnesota

508 men



4 Bena/Minnesota

145 men



5 Owatonna/Minnesota

207 men



6 Deer River/Minnesota

165 men



7 New Ulm/Minnesota

318 men



8 Montgomery/Minnesota
633 men



9 Faribault/Minnesota

366 men



10 St. Charles/Minnesota
304 men



11 Ortonville/Minnesota
110 men



13 Eldora/Iowa


150 men



17 Charles City/Iowa

 77 men



19 Clinton/Iowa 

 92 men



23 Muscatine/Iowa

113 men



24 Wells/Minnesota

311 men



25 Onawa/Iowa


 91 men



26 Storm Lake/Iowa

 62 men



—Waverly/Iowa     
        (in preparation)



total occupancy


4,606 men

