Camp Onawa/Iowa

Lagerzeitung #2

9 August 1945:

 (translated by Hannelore Furness)

Occupancy of Base and Branch Camps as of 5 August 1945

base camp:
Algona/Iowa


869 men

branch camps:
1 Moorhead/Minnesota

  85 men



2 Fairmont/Minnesota

508 men



4 Bena/Minnesota

145 men



5 Owatonna/Minnesota

207 men



6 Deer River/Minnesota

165 men



7 New Ulm/Minnesota

318 men



8 Montgomery/Minnesota
633 men



9 Faribault/Minnesota

366 men



10 St. Charles/Minnesota
304 men



11 Ortonville/Minnesota
110 men



13 Eldora/Iowa


150 men



17 Charles City/Iowa

 77 men



19 Clinton/Iowa 

 92 men



23 Muscatine/Iowa

113 men



24 Wells/Minnesota

311 men



25 Onawa/Iowa


 91 men



26 Storm Lake/Iowa

 62 men



—Waverly/Iowa     
        (in preparation)



total occupancy


4,606 men

Lagerzeitung #3

30 August 1945

 (translated by Heino Erichsen)

Highlights from Our Branch Camps

Branch Camp #25, Onawa/Iowa

At the beginning of July a detail of 20 men left our old camp in Yankton/South Dakota in order to prepare our new living- and work place. We were surprised to find nothing but two corrugated steel sheds. The first order of business was the wilderness. With machetes and sickles we cleared the area. We were glad to forget the barbed wire at the old camp—but, after we barely had arrived, we noticed that the wire already was there! So, we strung the wire—for beautification—in the time-honored manner: five from the top down, and six from the bottom up. Already, the camp looked better.

A column of 20 trucks even brought us barracks after a few days. Everybody quit what he was doing and unloaded the wood—some broken from the transport. Today, we already have five barracks. We’ve built them piece-by-piece. The entire camp now has five barracks to live in, an orderly room, a PX, a barbershop, a kitchen, a laundry and shower-room. The landscape is beautiful—especially the sunset over the water. The camp lies directly on the banks of the Missouri River—which we all remember from our Karl May books.

The work is divided into different details, as in Yankton. Some make mats; the others load stones—which eventually will be dumped into the river. To get to work we use a Missouri paddle wheeler. Although swimming is not really allowed, off and on one “falls into the water”. Fortunately, the river has more sand than water. But, don’t worry: we have “water-rats” here who prevent those tired of life from drowning.

One day, though, is like the next. At night we have various educational courses: art history, construction, beginning and advanced English. A few weeks ago we obtained a record player and can fill free evenings with music.

Regarding sports, we are still at the beginning but have in our small community some really good players—such as Krueger, Porth, Schlottmann, Pfeiffer and others—so we may get something going.

We were glad that we could see a film a short time ago. We hope it was not the last. We hope that the next reunion with our comrades in the base camp will be when we are headed home. Until then, greetings to all from branch Camp Onawa on the Missouri.

—J. Hornburger

Lagerzeitung #8

23 January 1946

 (translated by Heino Erichsen)

Collection for the Y.M.C.A.

A special collection reached the sum of $7,037.00 for the benefit of the relief fund of the Y.M.C.A.. The amount was sent to the Y.M.C.A. by check. We learned from a Y.M.C.A. communication that the greatest amount collected in one POW camp was $9,190.35. Together—with an earlier collection from the branch camps in Deer River ($1,058.87) and in Wells ($219.00) —we attained a total of $8,314.87.

Thus, we are close to the highest donation collected for the benefit of German POWs in European camps. We all can be proud of this result. We give hearty thanks to all contributors.

The breakdown is as follows:

1st Company 

$ 936.00

2nd Company 

   840.23

3rd Company 

   467.97

4th Company 

   300.90

5th Company 

   984.02

6th Company 

1,283.37

Deer River 

   350.65

Shenandoah 

   690.00

Onawa 


   148.12

Sports collection 
   726.05

Theater group 

   194.37

Camp treasury 

   115.32




-----------

Total 

           $7,037.00

—F.W. Henkel, camp spokesman

