Camp Ortonville/Minnesota

Lagerzeitung #1

21 July 1945

 (translated by Alex J. Kay)

Transfers to and from Camp Algona

Arrivals: 
9 July

  50 men from Eldora/Iowa

Departures:
29 June

115 men to New Ulm/Minnesota



29 June

  62 men to Owatonna/Minnesota



2 July

  30 men to St. Charles/Minnesota



6 July

  30 men to Faribault/Minnesota



10 July

  25 men to Fairmont/Minnesota



10 July

  30 men to New Ulm/Minnesota



10 July

  20 men to Tabor/Iowa



10 July

  40 men to Ortonville/Minnesota

Lagerzeitung #2

9 August 1945:

 (translated by Hannelore Furness)

From Our Branch Camps

Branch Camp #11, Ortonville/Minnesota

On 10 July we left Camp Algona—as always in such situations, with mixed feelings and with the question, “What will be waiting for us?” But, it was better than we thought—even though the grass was tall and the sparrows had built nests in our new accommodations. A short time later the lawnmower was humming and the intruders fled the barracks. The following Sunday another 71 men rolled in from Camp Atlanta in Nebraska. We moved the beds a little closer together, so everyone had room to lay their tired heads down.

We are working with 111 men in the field and the corn canning plant. The plant is straight across from us; only the road that connects the towns of Ortonville with Big Stone divides us. The border marker for Minnesota and South Dakota sits outside our door. To be exact, the border runs right through the middle of our mess hall—so that half is in Minnesota and the other half is in South Dakota.

The corn is late this year, but I do not believe anyone is upset that he cannot go to work right away. In the meantime, we enjoy the green hills that rise from the river valley; also, the familiar call of the train sounds from the railroad tracks.

We send greetings to all comrades and hope to see you soon.


—Keilwerth

Occupancy of Base and Branch Camps as of 5 August 1945

base camp:
Algona/Iowa


869 men

branch camps:
1 Moorhead/Minnesota

  85 men



2 Fairmont/Minnesota

508 men



4 Bena/Minnesota

145 men



5 Owatonna/Minnesota

207 men



6 Deer River/Minnesota

165 men



7 New Ulm/Minnesota

318 men



8 Montgomery/Minnesota
633 men



9 Faribault/Minnesota

366 men



10 St. Charles/Minnesota
304 men



11 Ortonville/Minnesota
110 men



13 Eldora/Iowa


150 men



17 Charles City/Iowa

 77 men



19 Clinton/Iowa 

 92 men



23 Muscatine/Iowa

113 men



24 Wells/Minnesota

311 men



25 Onawa/Iowa


 91 men



26 Storm Lake/Iowa

 62 men



—Waverly/Iowa     
        (in preparation)



total occupancy


4,606 men

