VANISHED: 

German-American Civilian Internment, 1941-1948

General Instructions for [Un-]Packing/Shipping Exhibit:
 

Please place display panel sides facing each other (photographic-paper to photographic-paper) OR black-back to black-back, as not doing so can lead to scratching of panels during shipping. Also, please be sure that all spots where adhesives may have been used during displaying are stripped of adhesive surfaces before shipping OR special "patches" are placed over sticky spots during shipping; failure to do so can result in spot-tearing of panels during shipping; restoration costs will be responsibility of host who caused damage.

 

All panels should be shipped in the wheeled black box; it closes with turn latches, one of which is "sprung" and must be closed first, before its mate on the same end of the box.

 

Each set of the exhibit has one (1) disc with the looped videos intended for showing. Please ship in insulated, clearly marked envelopes. Should a disc be inadvertently broken (or lost), TRACES does have a master copy, but re-burning/postage costs will be passed to host.

 

The suitcases fit in two of the three cardboard boxes; each suitcase is labeled with black ink (for example: VAN, Set A, Box 1) on the top-left corner of the bottom or, in a couple cases, back of each suitcase/violin case, to facilitate re-packing after exhibit showings.

 

The two plastic, green-lidded-tub bins fit in cardboard boxes, too; the long, low-lying one goes in on its SIDE, wrapped once completely around the middle with broad-bubble wrapping. (Sorry for the irritating "peanuts" used in that box; we were told "you don't have a choice" by UPS!) The taller, shorter bin fits up-right. Each bin comes with a blanket, both for display and, during shipping, padding purposes; we recommend using "half" of each blanket on the bottom of a given bin, the smaller items tightly placed on top of the bottom "lining", then the top half folded over the items filling the bulk of each bin.

 

The cardboard boxes are to be re-used, hopefully for at least the next two years, so please be sure to tell all staff (including janitorial) to NOT recycle nor "collapse"/crush them. Feel free to tape the tops closed, but never cut the taping of the bottoms; it does help if hosts remove the taping from the tops and the bubble wrapping, etc., once the props are unpacked, as that avoids "wadding" and General Tape Chaos during storage/repacking.

 

Shipping the exhibit to the next venue via UPS should cost, in-state, between $200 and $250; it may be more cost effective to have a staff or board or "Friend of" member actually drive the exhibit to the next host: the entire exhibit will fit in a standard-size mini van, if the back seats are removed.

 

A clear-plastic holder is provided in which to display/"market" copies of the exhibit guide VANISHED. Each willing host is able to sell the guides, and earn a $2 (20%) commission. Please tell interested parties that the difference between the texts on the panels verses those in the guide, is that the panel texts are 2-3 paragraphs, in 3rd person, per family or individual featured; in the guide, most of the accounts are in 1st person, and some are quite long (up to 12 pages).

 

As can be see on the photo of the white, portable display "wall" in the Uvalde/TX Public Library example at XXX, 10 supplementary panels with Spanish translations of the main texts are available for hanging next to the English-language didactic panels: most of them are 16" wide and no more than 32" tall. A Spanish-language transcript of the NBC Dateline program is available, as is a Spanish-language summary of the U.S.-Gov't-made Camp Crystal City film.
UNPACKING INSTRUCTIONS for set A:
Please note how items are packaged, condition, and save the bubble wrap and other packaging.

This item list is under construction.

If any items are missing or appear newly damaged please contact TRACES Center for History and Culture immediately at 651.292.8700 or admin@TRACES.org
Save the attached packing list for help in deciding how to repack the bins. Remember to save the packaging materials in a dry, pest-free location. THANK YOU very much!
