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Camp Clinton/Iowa

Drahtpost #15

3 June 1945

 (translated by Alex J. Kay)

Our Branch Camps

Branch Camp #19, Camp Clinton/Iowa

After a long silence we also want to send you a small report from our branch camp in Clinton, so that you can have a glimpse of our life and activity.

“Clinton!”—a concept for us, a question mark for you! In a city with 30,000 inhabitants on the Mississippi, our camp is situated west of the river in so-called City Park on a small, wooded hill—which makes it possible for us to have a view of the city. Our home itself used to be a convalescent camp for youth and its facilities are very good. It was sort of a mess when we arrived, but through the action of all comrades in a few hours we had a comfortable camp, into which we have settled very well.

Our work—which is divided into a day and a night shift, at the “Pillsbury’s Best Mill” in Clinton, began 13 October 1944. During the past months we have come to know all the positive and negative aspects of our work and can inform you that we make the best “sack acrobats”.

As we are only 65 men, we cannot offer those sport competitions and events that are carried out in Algona—but we do have alternative activities. After a few weeks a skittle-alley arose here, which is for many—alongside soccer—the “big ace”. Battles are carried out daily and even the rain cannot inhibit them. Table tennis, Skat, [the German card game] Doppelkopp [or “double head”] and chess tournaments also enjoy great popularity. But, we also have made good progress in the intellectual arena, and lessons in English, mathematics and shorthand are well attended. We must admit that film presentations are very rare and we all hope that we will be enjoying a film soon. Our small chapel brightens up the ends of the working day for us. In this way weeks and months pass in everyday life.

We greet all comrades in the base and the other branch camps, and send best wishes for the future.

—Kauter

Lagerzeitung #1

21 July 1945

 (translated by Alex J. Kay)

Contributions to the International Red Cross

Upon an earlier suggestion a voluntary collection for the International Red Cross was taken among our comrades at Camp Algona and all its branch camps, with the following results.

Base Camp Algona/Iowa:


$1,793.65

Branch Camp Fairmont/Minnesota:

$   849.19

Branch Camp Bena/Minnesota:


$   239.50

Branch Camp Faribault/Minnesota:

$   438.25

Branch Camp St. Charles/Minnesota:

$   353.75

Branch Camp Eldora/Iowa:


$   805.00

Branch Camp Tabor/Iowa:


$   312.85

Branch Camp Charles City/Iowa:

$   111.50

Branch Camp Clinton/Iowa:


$   217.16

Branch Camp Shenandoah/Iowa:

$   574.25

Branch Camp Yankton/South Dakota:

$   205.50

Branch Camp Muscatine/Iowa:


$   363.00

Branch Camp Owatonna/Minnesota:

$   555.33

The remaining results aren’t yet in; we’ll publish them in the next number.

Lagerzeitung #2

9 August 1945:

 (translated by Hannelore Furness)

Occupancy of Base and Branch Camps as of 5 August 1945

base camp:
Algona/Iowa


869 men

branch camps:
1 Moorhead/Minnesota

  85 men



2 Fairmont/Minnesota

508 men



4 Bena/Minnesota

145 men



5 Owatonna/Minnesota

207 men



6 Deer River/Minnesota

165 men



7 New Ulm/Minnesota

318 men



8 Montgomery/Minnesota
633 men



9 Faribault/Minnesota

366 men



10 St. Charles/Minnesota
304 men



11 Ortonville/Minnesota
110 men



13 Eldora/Iowa


150 men



17 Charles City/Iowa

 77 men



19 Clinton/Iowa 

 92 men



23 Muscatine/Iowa

113 men



24 Wells/Minnesota

311 men



25 Onawa/Iowa


 91 men



26 Storm Lake/Iowa

 62 men



—Waverly/Iowa     
        (in preparation)



total occupancy


4,606 men

